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MEDIA INFORMATION 
 

 The Media Center is located in The Lodge Conference Center across the 
front entrance of The Lodge and above the Pebble Beach shops. 
 

10:00 a.m. – 5:00 p.m.   Tuesday, July 5 
10:00 a.m. – 5:00 p.m.  Wednesday, July 6 
  9:00 a.m. – 7:00 p.m.   Thursday July 7 
  7:30 a.m. – 8:00 p.m.  Friday, July 8 
  7:30 a.m. – 8:00 p.m.  Saturday, July 9 
  8:00 a.m. – close  Sunday, July 10 
 

LUNCH:  
 Coupons for Pebble Beach Market available 
 
CREDENTIALS: 
 Only members of the media with either a Champions Tour media badge 
will be admitted to the working press room. No guests or spouses. 
 
PHOTOGRAPHERS: 
 Photographers must wear a wristband or sticker in plain sight at all times. 
 
CAMERA POLICY: 
 Pebble Beach Company is not liable for equipment left unattended. No 
camera equipment will be allowed in the Press Room. 
 
CAMERA REPAIR OR ASSISTANCE: 
 Green’s Carmel Camera Center, NW Corner of  5th & San Carlos ,  
Carmel ; Tel: 831.624.8880, Mon - Sun, 10:00 a.m. - 6:00 p.m.. 
 
 Myrick Photographic, 598 Fremont St, Monterey 
Tel: 831.649.1900, Mon - Fri, 9:00 a.m. - 6:00 p.m., Sat, 9:00 a.m. - 5:30 p.m., & 
closed on Sunday. 
 
  
INTERVIEW PROCEDURES: 
 Daily interviews with leading or principal players are conducted by the 
Champions Tour in the Interview Room.  Members of the media make their own 
arrangements for individual player interviews. 
 

 



 

 

 
 

TELEPHONE: 
Telephones for local and calling card calls are located in the Press 
Room. 
 
TELEVISION COVERAGE: 
Golf Channel   Fri –Sun, July 8 - July 10 
  
COPY MACHINES: 
 Copier is located in the press room. 
 

PARKING: 
 Media Parking (No. 9), for media will be at the Collins (Polo)
Field.  Collins (Polo) Field is located off of Portola Drive.  Follow No. 9 
parking signs to parking area.  A shuttle will be available to return  
media personnel  back to the parking area from noon to 6:30 p.m.  
The shuttle stop is located immediately in front of the media center at 
the transportation kiosk. 
 

TOURNAMENT FORMAT: 
 Professionals play all rounds 
 Junior/Pro teams play ‘gross best ball’ 
 Amateur teams play ‘net best ball’ 
 

 Sunday all pros and low 22 juniors and top ten amateur 
teams play Pebble Beach.  Next low amateur teams and 58 juniors 
play Del Monte in the Core Values Cup. 
 
 

 
 

 



 

 

FACT SHEET 
 
Tournament Dates: July 5—July 10, 2011 

 
Site: Pebble Beach Golf Links 
 Pebble Beach, CA   

 Del Monte Golf Course 
 Monterey , CA 
 
Purse: $1,600,000 

 
Field: 78 Champions Tour Players 

 78 Juniors  
 156 Amateurs 
 
Defending Champions: Ted Schulz (professional) 

 Russ Cochran, Spencer Jones  
 The First Tee of Cleveland County  
 (pro-jr) 
 
Format: Professional play all rounds 

 Junior/Pro teams play ‘gross best ball’ 
 Amateur teams play ‘net best ball’ 

 
Benefiting Charity: The First Tee 

 
Chairman: Clint Eastwood 

 
Honorary Co-Chairs: Arnold Palmer 

 
 
 
   



 

 

SCHEDULE OF EVENTS 
 
 
Tuesday, July 5    
7:30 a.m. Practice  Rounds 
 Del Monte Golf Course - all day 
 Pebble Beach Golf Links -  pros 
 only p.m.  
 
Wednesday, July 6 
7:30 a.m. Practice Rounds, both courses  -   
 all  day 
 
Thursday, July 7  
7:30 a.m. Practice Rounds, both courses  -  
 all  day 
2:30 p.m. Coca-Cola Champions  Challenge 
 Pebble Beach - 1st Tee 
 
Friday, July 8 
7:30 a.m. First tournament round, both courses* 
 
Saturday, July 9 
7:30 a.m. Second  tournament round, both 
 courses* 
 
Sunday, July 10   
7:30 a.m. Final tournament round* 
 Pebble Beach Golf Links 
  
 The Core Values Cup 
 Del Monte Golf Course 
 

 
* Starting times are approximate. Check daily pairings sheet for exact time. 

  
 
    
 
   
 



 

 

TOURNAMENT PHONE NUMBERS 
 

GOLF PROS: 
Pebble Beach Golf Links 831.625.8565 
 Chuck Dunbar 
Del Monte Golf Course 831.373.2700 
 Neil Allen 
 
GOLF COURSE SUPERINTENDENTS: 
Pebble Beach Golf Links 831.622.6601 
 Chris Dalhamer 
Del Monte Golf Course 831.373.2700 
 Michael Phillips 
 
GOLF SHOPS: 
Pebble Beach Golf Links 831.622.8723 
Del Monte Golf Course 831.373.2700 
 
THE LODGE AT PEBBLE BEACH: 831.624.3811 
Club XIX 625.8519 
Stillwater Bar & Grill 625.8524 
Gallery Café 625.8577 
The Tap Room 625.8535 
The Terrace Lounge 622.8756 
 
 
 
 



 

  
AIRLINES SERVING MONTEREY: 
Allegiant Air 1.702.505.8888 
American Eagle Reservations 1.800.433.7300 
United Airlines Reservations 1.800.864.8331 
US Airways Reservations 1.800.428.4322 
 
CAR RENTAL:  
Avis   1.800.331.1212 
Budget 1.800.527.0700 
Enterprise 1.800.736.8227 
Hertz  1.800.654.3131 
National/Alamo 1.800.227.7368 
 
TAXIS: 
Central Coast Cab Company 831.646.8294 
Yellow Cab (Seaside) 831.646.1234 
 
TOWING SERVICE: 
Carmel Chevron AAA 831.624.3827 
Monterey Garage AAA 831.375.4175 
  
 
 



 

 

 
PAST CHAMPIONS 

 
PAST TOURNAMENT WINNERS 
 
2004 Craig Stadler (Professional) 
 Craig Stadler & Aaron Woodard,  
 The First Tee of Denver  (pro-jr) 
 
2005 Hale Irwin ( Professional) 
 Jim Thorpe & Amit Odaiyar,  
 The First Tee of  Greater Sacramento (pro-jr) 
 
2006 Scott Simpson (Professional) 
 Dana Quigley & Scott Langley 
 The First Tee of St. Louis (pro-jr) 
 
2007 Gil Morgan (Professional) 
 Morris Hatalsky & Harold Varner 
 The First Tee of Gastonia (pro-jr) 
 
2008 Jeff Sluman (Professional) 
 Fuzzy Zoeller and Sydney Burlison  
 The First Tee of Monterey County (pro-jr) 
 
2009 Jeff Sluman (Professional) 
 David Eger and Will Bishop  
 The First Tee of Lexington (pro-jr) 
 
2010  Ted Schulz (professional) 
 Russ Cochran, Spencer Jones  
 The First Tee of Cleveland County (pro-jr) 



 

 

 
SUMMARIES  AND RESULTS 

 
2004 
 
Craig Stadler could not keep his mind focused on his golf game all 
week.  Paying more attention to how his 16-year-old partner was 
playing, the 51-year-old Stadler finally won on the Monterey Pen-
insula, putting his name in the history books as the inaugural 
champion of The First Tee Open. 
 
In a first-of-its-kind format that paired a Champions Tour pro with a 
junior amateur partner in an official event, Stadler followed up his 
win the previous week at the Tradition by showing his teammate, 
Aaron Woodard of Denver, that if you hang in there, good things 
can happen. 
 
After opening with an even-par 72 Friday at Bayonet Golf Course 
-- on a day Stadler said he was “hitting it absolutely sideways, 
looking to shoot 80” -- he reeled off a 63-66 weekend at Pebble 
Beach – 15-under-par – to beat Champions Tour newcomer Jay 
Haas by three shots. 
 
“I was rooting for Aaron so hard I didn’t pay attention to my game,” 
said Stadler, who drew some cheers himself Sunday, making 
seven birdies in finishing at 201. 
 
Haas closed with a solid 68, 4-under-par, for 204 to finish second, 
with Hale Irwin and Tom Kite each shooting 70 for 209 to tie for 
third. 
 
If Woodard -- whose father, Tom Woodard, played against Stadler 
on the PGA Tour in the 1980s – learned anything from Stadler, it 
was not to give up.  And, as the teenager put it, “The better you 
putt, the better you score.”  That’s because his partner made  
 



 

 

 
 
 
almost everything for two days – needing only 23 putts Saturday 
and 27 putts Sunday, ranking first in putting stats for the tourna-
ment, with 80 total for 54 holes. 
 
“When you aim the putts at the hole and they all go in,” Stadler 
said, “it’s a pretty easy week.” 
For the week, Stadler ranked No. 1 in putting, with 80 in three 
rounds, but showed you can “drive for dough” as well, being No. 
1 in driving distance (305.0 yards).  His 17 birdies were a tourna-
ment high, and he was the only player in the field of 78 to make 
two eagles for the week. 
 
It was also the week that Stadler, a San Diego native, finally won 
at Pebble Beach in a career that goes back to his playing in the 
California State Amateur in the 1970s.  The closest he had come 
was finishing second in the 1982 Bing Crosby National Pro-Am, 
and being medalist in the 1974 State Amateur.  He and partner 
Glenn Frey tied for first, technically, in the pro-am portion of the 
rain-shortened 1999 AT&T Pro-Am, too. 
 
And while Stadler did not start well, he wasn’t alone with his strug-
gles at Bayonet, which for two days did not allow a score lower 
than 70.  Moving to Pebble Beach for the weekend, Stadler 
seemed to find his comfort zone – and, finally, the winner’s circle. 
 
“You play here for a zillion years like I have,” he said, “and it’s nice 
to be able to say, ‘Yeah, I won there.’” 
 
In the pro-junior team competition, Stadler completed a sweep, 
as he and Woodard finished first with a better-ball total of 194, 22-
under-par. They finished ahead of three teams at 198. 

 
 



 

 

LEADERS: First Round – 67 David Eger (PB), 68 D.A. Wei-
bring (PB), 70 Jay Haas (Bay), Bruce Lietzke (Bay), Peter 
Jacobsen (PB), Bruce Summerhays (Bay), Gary Koch (Bay), 
Jose Maria Canizares (Bay), Tom Watson (Bay), Mike Reid 
(Bay).  Second Round – 135 Craig Stadler (63 PB), 136 Jay 
Haas (66 PB), 139 Tom Kite (66 PB), Hale Irwin (66 PB), D.A. 
Wiebring (71 Bay), Gary McCord (68 PB). 
 
WEATHER: Sunny and warm all week, with highs in the 70s. 



 

 

2005 
 
It didn’t take long for The Walmart First Tee Open to have its first 
wire-to-wire winner.  Not to mention breaking the “60” barrier on 
both the tournament scoring records and the short list of champi-
ons.  And it took only one player to do all of that. 
 
Hale Irwin fired three rounds in the 60s to lead from start to finish, 
earning his first victory after turning 60 earlier just three months 
prior to his return to the Monterey Peninsula. 
 
“I relish the challenge of playing and going out at age 60 to play 
like I did when I was 50,” said Irwin, whose victory started with a 6-
under-par 66 at Del Monte Golf Course, and a 69-68 finish at the 
Pebble Beach Golf Links for a 203 total, 11 under par. 
 
And this time, Irwin’s victory didn’t need a miracle bounce, as he 
did in the 1984 Bing Crosby Pro-Am, when his tee shot on the fi-
nal hole at Pebble Beach caromed off the rocks and back into the 
18th fairway, leading to a spectacular birdie that put him in a playoff.  
Irwin beat Jim Nelford on the second playoff hole, saving par out 
of a fairway bunker on the par-4 16th. 
 
All he needed for his second Peninsula win was a 10-foot birdie 
on the par-3 17th and a routine par at the 18th to hold off defending 
champion Craig Stadler, first-day co-leader Gil Morgan and Morris 
Hatalsky, all one shot back at 204. 
 
The second-year tournament made a site switch, with Del Monte 
replacing Bayonet Golf Course in the two-course rotation on Fri-
day and Saturday. 
 
Irwin took advantage of the change by making seven birdies Fri-
day at Del Monte, which at 6,257 yards is one of the shortest 
courses on the Champions Tour. 
 
 



 

 

“I don’t get too excited with first-round scores, but you have to be 
up there to have a chance,” said Irwin, who shared the first-day 
lead with Dana Quigley, who made six birdies for his 66.  “It looks 
like a course you can tear up, but it’s a test.” 
 
Irwin still had company atop the leaderboard after 36 holes, as 
Morgan set the new tournament record at Del Monte with a 65 – 
on a day when 69-year-old Gary Player shot his age there, as 
well. 
 
On Sunday, Irwin made seven more birdies, along with three bo-
geys, for his 68, and had anything but a “rocky” finish. 
 
“I hit a lot of good shots,” said Irwin, who was second in fairways 
hit for the tournament, and eighth in putting and greens in regula-
tion.  “I had some putting difficulty, but I am not complaining.” 
 

In the pro-junior team competition, The First Tee of Greater 
Sacramento was represented by the teenagers on both teams 
that tied at 197, 19 under par.  Through a scorecard tiebreaker, 
pro Jim Thorpe and junior Amit Odaiyar were declared the cham-
pions.  Thorpe’s birdie on the final hole was enough to earn the 
title over pro Lonnie Nielsen and junior Colby Smith. 

 
LEADERS: First Round – 66 Hale Irwin (DM), Dana Quigley 
(DM), 65 Doug Tewell (PB), Walter Hall (PB), Bob Gilder (PB).  
Second Round – 135 Irwin (69 PB), Gil Morgan (65 DM), 136 
Don Pooley (67 PB), Craig Stadler (68 PB), Lonnie Nielsen (67 
DM), Morris Hatalsky (68 PB). 
 
WEATHER: Friday partly cloudy, in the low 70s.  Saturday 
cloudy, in the low 60s.  Sunday partly cloudy with scattered sun-
shine, in the high 50s and low 60s. 



 

 

2006 
 

“Cinderella Boy” Scott Simpson, with familiar golf side-
kick Bill Murray alongside for the week, completed a 
“Cinderella Story” by finally winning at Pebble Beach for 
the first time in his career. 
 
The California native, who has played on the Monterey 
Peninsula since he was an amateur, won the 1987 U.S. 
Open up the coast at The Olympic Club in San Fran-
cisco.  However, it wasn’t until he sank an 8-foot birdie 
putt on the final hole that he added Pebble Beach to his 
list of victory sites. "I was just excited to play in the tour-
nament, let alone win it,” said Simpson, whose closing 4
-under-par 68 was good for a one-stroke victory over 
Jay Haas and Danny Edwards.  Simpson, who began 
the final round trailing Tom Kite by two strokes, also 
captured his first Champions Tour title with a 12-under-
par 204 total. 
 
Simpson and Murray, the actor/comedian and star of the 
now legendary golf 1980 movie “Caddyshack,” have 
been playing partners since the 1993 AT&T Pebble 
Beach National Pro-Am.  They've missed a few years, 
but the two have built a solid friendship and a fan-
favorite playing partnership.  The Simpson-Murray tan-
dem has not contested for the AT&T title, but they did 
finish seventh in 1995 and continue to play together at 
Pebble Beach and in various other tournaments. 
 
Murray made the First Tee Open team cut to play at 
Pebble Beach on Sunday – playing his way up from 
Carmel Beach following a wayward shot at No. 9.   



 

 

Later, he watched from Simpson’s gallery, providing 
plenty of banter.  Simpson added a few one-liners of his 
own, while remaining on track to victory. 
 
“But it was tough to make putts," Simpson said.  "It got 
windy and the ball didn't stay where you hit it.  Thirty-six 
holes at Pebble Beach without a bogey, that's pretty 
cool," said Simpson, who was bogey-free in the open-
ing and final rounds.  "It's unbelievable. It's a dream 
come true," he stated, or, as Murray muttered in a fa-
mous “Caddyshack” scene, “a Cinderella story …” 
 
The 50-year-old Simpson, a seven-time PGA TOUR 
winner who joined the Champions Tour toward the end 
of the 2005 season, earned $300,000, the second-
largest paycheck of his career. 
 
Japan’s Massy Kuramoto signaled the start of Sunday’s 
eventful round by shooting a tournament-record 29 
early in the morning on the front nine at Pebble Beach.  
His birdie at No. 9, tied him for the lead as the final 
groups were getting off the first tee.  His 7-under-par 65 
vaulted him to a fourth-place finish after being 32nd 
through two rounds. 
 
The tournament enjoyed some celebrity status with co-
medic actor George Lopez playing with Lee Trevino. 
 
Gary Player, two months shy of turning 71, beat his age 
in the second round with a 3-under-par 69 at Del 
Monte.  “My great dream is to show 30 million American 
kids, and kids all around the world, what can happen if 
you look after your body,” said the fit 5-foot-7, 146-
pound South African, “and how effective you can be at 
71 and over.” 



 

 

In the pro-junior team competition, Dana Quigley and 
his partner Scott Langley, a member of the Gateway 
First Tee of Manchester, Mo., (currently The First Tee of 
St. Louis) went on a pair of birdie binges to close with a 
9-under-par 63 to win by a stroke.  Quigley and Lang-
ley, a 17-year-old high school senior, ran off birdies on 
holes 15, 16, and 17 during their opening nine, and 
then holes 5, 6 and 7 down the stretch to win. 
 
 
LEADERS: First Round – 64 D.A. Weibring (DM), 66 
Tom Purtzer (DM), Jay Haas (PB), 67 David Eger (PB), 
Scott Simpson (PB), David Edwards (DM), Loren Rob-
erts PB), Tom McKnight DM).  Second Round – 134 
Tom Kite (65 DM), 135 Jay Haas (69 DM), D.A. Wei-
bring (71 PB), 136 Dan Pohl (67 DM), Mike McCullough 
(68 PB), Scott Simpson (69 DM), Eduardo Romero (67 
DM), Tom Purtzer (70 PB). 
 
WEATHER: Cool with mild breezes all week.  Friday 
marine overcast all day at Pebble Beach, with tempera-
ture in the low 60s, but sunshine most of the day at Del 
Monte, for temperatures in the high 60s.  Saturday ma-
rine overcast broke mid-day at Pebble, with sunshine at 
Del Monte most of the day, for temperatures in the high 
60s to low 70s.  Sunday marine layer broke before 
noon, with the wind swirling at 20 mph, and tempera-
tures in the low 60s. 



 

 

2007 
 

Gil Morgan did not win as many times as he would have 
liked during his PGA Tour career.  Seven victories aren’t 
bad, but it’s nothing close to his success on the Champi-
ons Tour, where win No. 25 came at the fourth Walmart 
First Tee Open at Pebble Beach. 
 
Morgan, only a few weeks shy of his 61st birthday, fol-
lowed up a second-round 65 at Del Monte Golf Course 
with a closing 67 at the Pebble Beach Golf Links that 
gave him a 202 total, 14 under par, two shots ahead of 
62-year-old Hale Irwin, his long-time senior rival. 
 
“A 60-year-old against a 62-year-old is not exactly the 
age you would expect at a ‘First Tee’ tournament,” Mor-
gan joked, alluding to the unique format that pairs a 
Champions Tour player with a junior amateur partner 
representing one of the junior golf chapters from around 
the country. 
 
Morgan, an Oklahoma native, was paired with Lee 
Prince of The First Tee of Tulsa and seemed to thrive on 
the energy of the young players in his foursome each 
day.  “The kids are always excited to be there,” Morgan 
said.  “No matter what happens, they have a smile on 
their face and keep coming back.  That’s the name of 
the game.” 
 
Certainly, it is appropriate of Morgan to come back to 
Pebble Beach and win 15 years after he was in prime 
position to win the U.S. Open Championship. 



 

 

Morgan’s birdie on the first hole Sunday morning made 
him the first player in the 2007 First Tee Open to get to 
10 under par, which had a deeper meaning for him.  In 
the third round of the 1992 U.S. Open at Pebble Beach, 
Morgan became the first player in history to get to 10 
under in the national championship.  He got as low as 
12 under after the seventh hole, but then three straight 
double-bogeys took him out of contention. 
 
“That was a golden opportunity for me,” said Morgan, 
who never won a major on the regular tour.  “Some of 
the things that happened on a few of those holes didn’t 
seem fair to me at the time.” 
 
This time, when a birdie on the par-4 fourth got Morgan 
to 12 under, he followed up with a par-birdie-par run 
and, maybe more importantly, then made pars along 
the cliffs at the eighth, ninth and 10th to remain at 13 
under. 
 
“I was thinking about that a couple of times,” Morgan 
said of reflecting on his 1992 misfortunes.  “I thought 
maybe this time Pebble Beach was feeling sorry 
enough for me that she gave me a reprieve.” 
 
Although he did not repeat the past, Morgan still held 
only a one-shot lead with eight holes to play.  Irwin, de-
spite starting the day with a double-bogey 6 on the 
opening hole, had kept grinding away and was right on 
Morgan’s heels, figuratively and literally (Morgan play-
ing in the foursome ahead of Irwin). 
 
“Hale got me worried a little bit,” said Morgan, who in 
the late 1990s went head-to-head with Irwin numerous 



 

 
times as the two dominated the senior circuit.  
“Usually, he ended up winning,” Morgan quipped. 
 
Not this time.  The tournament turned in Morgan’s 
favor during the span of only a few minutes.  First, 
Irwin missed a four-foot birdie putt on the 15th hole 
that would have tied Morgan for the lead, just be-
fore Morgan rolled in a six-foot birdie putt up at the 
16th green for a two-shot cushion. 
 
“I brought it back to have a chance, but couldn’t 
pull that many rabbits out of my hat,” Irwin said. 
 
Morgan got up and down on the par-3 17th, and 
then put it in cruise control on the 18th, hitting a hy-
brid up the fairway and closing with an easy par. 
 
“I hung in there and did the right things under the 
gun,” Morgan said.  “I always feel like I have an op-
portunity to play well at Pebble Beach.  The golf 
course lends itself to my style.” 
 
There was plenty of style in the tournament, which 
featured the Champions Tour debut of German star 
Bernhard Langer.  Tournament chairman Clint 
Eastwood made his return to competition since the 
inaugural First Tee Open in 2004.  Comic George 
Lopez, who has a home in Pebble Beach, led the 
list of other luminaries in the field, which included 
former NFL star Harris Barton and ex baseball 
commissioner Peter Ueberroth. 
 



 

 
In the pro-junior team competition, Harold Varner, a 
17-year-old from The First Tee of Lake Norman, 
near his hometown of Gastonia, N.C., birdied four 
of his final six holes to pull away for a four-shot vic-
tory.  Varner, teamed with pro Morris Hatalsky, shot 
33 on his own ball on the back nine Sunday, for a 
team 66 and total of 193.  The runner-up team was 
junior Cameron Rappleye, of The First Tee of 
Greater Sacramento, and pro James Mason at 
197, with five teams tied at 198. 
 
LEADERS: First Round – 65 Morris Hatalsky (PB), 
Bruce Vaughn (DM), 66 Bob Gilder (DM), 67 Kirk 
Hanefield (DM).  Second Round – 135 Hale Irwin 
(65 DM), Des Smyth (64 DM), Gil Morgan (65 DM), 
137 – Tom Watson (70 DM), Joe Ozaki (65 DM), 
Lonnie Nielsen (69 PB), 138 – Jay Haas (65 DM). 
 
WEATHER: Morning marine layer lifted early all 
week, providing sunshine throughout.  Friday -- 
Temperatures in the high 60s at Pebble Beach, 
and in the mid-70s at Del Monte; winds 5-10 mph.  
Saturday -- Temperatures in the mid-70s at Pebble, 
and in the high 70s at Del Monte; winds 5-15 mph.  
Sunday – No fog in the morning, with temperatures 
in the high 70s at Pebble Beach, winds 10-15 mph. 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

2008 
 

Jeff Sluman finally put Pebble Beach on his list of victo-
ries.  In his first 19 events on the famous links – many 
that included funnyman friend Bill Murray in his pro-am 
foursome – Sluman’s resume included runner-up fin-
ishes in the 1992 AT&T Pebble Beach National Pro-Am 
and the 1992 U.S. Open.  “It’s one of my favorite places 
to be,” Sluman said of Pebble Beach.  Good thing, since 
Sluman wasn’t going to allow a few fog delays along the 
way to dampen his spirit. 
 
The only player in the field with three rounds in the 60s, 
Sluman wound up in his favorite place on the leader-
board – first – punctuating his rookie season on the 
Champions Tour with a five-shot, runaway victory in the 
fifth edition of the Walmart First Tee Open.  And he even 
got to play again with Murray, one of a handful of celeb-
rities in the amateur field (Harris Barton, TV news an-
chor Stone Phillips and US Olympic chairman Peter Ue-
berroth also played). 
 
“I know I can play the golf course well,” said Sluman, 
who played Pebble Beach Golf Links 11 under par on 
the weekend to finish at 202, 14 under overall.  “I have 
been there before on Sunday in contention, and I did 
draw from that experience.” 
 
Sluman started the final round in a four-way tie with 
Loren Roberts, Phil Blackmar and John Harris, all at 9 
under par.  With seven players within three shots of the 
lead as everyone jockeyed for position on the front side 
– four getting to double-figures under par – there was 



 

 
more than enough reason to consider the playoff 
possibilities.  It would be a first for the First Tee 
Open, but a familiar scenario here to Sluman, who 
was in a playoff at the 1992 AT&T Pebble Beach 
National Pro-Am, which Mark O’Meara won on the 
first extra hole. 
 
Sluman, with a textbook exercise in how to win at 
Pebble Beach, made four birdies on the front side 
and then steadily added pars – including solid 
saves at the ninth, 11th and 12th holes – while the 
rest of the field faded.  It resulted in Sluman post-
ing the low round of the day, a 5-under-par 67, with 
Murray rooting him along the final 10 holes. 
 
“It was not an easy 18 holes,” Sluman said later of 
a performance that at times he made seem effort-
less.  “And even though I have played here 100 
times, you still gotta go out there and do it.  It’s not 
elementary.” 
 
Several players found that out the hard way. 
 
When Blackmar birdied the par-3 seventh hole, he 
was 11 under and one shot behind Sluman.  Then 
Blackmar, who survived a playoff in the Tuesday 
open qualifier to get into the tournament, double-
bogeyed the eighth and drifted back into the pack, 
finishing tied for fourth. 
 
Paired in the same group with Sluman, Roberts 
birdied the sixth hole to go 10 under that put him 



 

 
within two shots of the lead.  But the “Boss of the 
Moss” made a mess of the back nine, bogeying 
four of his last five holes to shoot 76 and wind up 
tied for 14th. 
 
Harris, who left his insurance company in Minne-
sota to join the Tour in 2002, did not have any of 
the magic that helped him win for the first time in 
2006.  He made three bogeys and a double (at No. 
6) for a 41 on the front Sunday that erased any 
hope he had to win at Pebble Beach. 
 
Fred Funk, on the other hand, jumped into the fray 
Sunday with four birdies in five holes.  Two shots 
back at the start of the round, Funk twice tied Slu-
man for the lead –at 10 under and again at 11 un-
der.  But unlike the way he played two weeks ear-
lier in a victory, Funk slowed down with a bogey on 
the par-3 seventh and then backed up for good 
with bogeys on the 12th and 13th to end up in the 
tie for fourth. 
 
Sluman said the First Tee Open was on his list of 
“must-play” tournaments for 2008.  “Everybody – 
including Mr. Murray – told me this was the best 
event they play all year,” Sluman said.  “You see 
the kids out here, the way they handle everything 
and it’s just great stuff.” 
 
Fog caused two morning delays in the first round at 
Pebble Beach and a third in the late afternoon, 
which led to an ultimate suspension of play, while 



 

 
those at Del Monte were able to complete the 
round after a fog delay to the start of play.  The 
tournament caught up Saturday, with play back on 
schedule Sunday. 
 
The pro-junior portion of the tournament saw a girl 
win for the first time, as hometown favorite Sydney 
Burlison, 17, of Salinas and The First Tee of Mon-
terey County teamed, with Fuzzy Zoeller for a re-
cord score of 191, 25 under par.  The twosome led 
wire to wire, with Burlison, a few weeks from her 
freshman year at Stanford University, helping 10 
shots in the second round.  It was Zoeller’s second 
team win at Pebble Beach, where he teamed with 
another Salinas golfer, Mike Evans, to win the 
1986 AT&T Pebble Beach National Pro-Am. 
 
LEADERS: First Round – 66 Hale Irwin (DM), Chip 
Beck (DM), Fuzzy Zoeller (DM), Loren Roberts 
(DM), Andy Bean (PB); 67 Fred Funk (DM), Phil 
Blackmar (DM), Steve Thomas (DM).  Second 
Round – 135 Phil Blackmar (68 PB), John Harris 
(66 DM), Jeff Sluman (66 PB), Loren Roberts (69 
PB); 136 Craig Stadler (66 DM). 
 
WEATHER: Friday fog in the morning and after-
noon at Pebble Beach, where it remained in the 
50s, and early at Del Monte, where it cleared for 
the rest of the day and climbed into the low 80s.  
Saturday fog covered both courses early, lightening 
to blue skies in the afternoon and temperatures in 
the 60s.  Sunday the fog lifted early, leaving blue 
skies and temperatures in the 60s. 



 

 

2009 
 
As Jeff Sluman focused on each shot playing the final 
holes at Pebble Beach Golf Links, he kept hearing 
voices.  Make that “a voice” – and a familiar one at that.  
It was the voice of his longtime friend, comic actor Bill 
Murray, who was rooting loud and often as Sluman, a 
fellow Chicagoan, completed the biggest comeback in 
tournament history to become its first back-to-back 
champion, as well. 
 
“He is so funny, and will say something different on 
every hole,” Sluman said of Murray, who participated in 
the tournament as an amateur.  “But you have to under-
stand, he really wants us (pros) to play well and com-
pete and win.” 
 
Which is just what Sluman did, coming from six strokes 
back to post a 4-under-par 68 – including a hole-in-one 
on the 187-yard fifth hole – for a two-stroke victory.  Slu-
man’s final total of 206, 10 under par, was followed by 
quietly effective Gene Jones at 208, with Tom Lehman 
and Mark O’Meara at 209. 
 
“I always thought I would never have a chance to win at 
Pebble Beach,” said Sluman, who until 2008 did not fin-
ish better than runner-up on the Monterey Peninsula.  
“For me, this was a dream come true – walking down 18 
with a large enough lead that Mr. Murray could heckle 
me.” 
 
For two rounds, Loren Roberts made the most noise, 
setting a tournament record 132, firing a pair of 66s to 



 

 
go 12 under par.  That gave him a two-shot lead 
over O’Meara, the legendary “Prince Of Pebble 
Beach,” who won the AT&T Pro-Am five times. 
 
But while a brisk, biting wind showed up Sunday, 
the anticipated duel in the final pairing never did.  
Roberts misfired early and often, with a pair of 39s 
for 78.  O’Meara wasn’t on target either, closing 
with a 75.  Neither made a birdie until O’Meara’s on 
the 18th. 
 
Jones, tied with Sluman at the start of play Sunday, 
worked his way into the thick of things with a 33 on 
the front.  But a bogey at the 14th and a missed 
birdie putt on the 18th turned out to be key swings. 
 
Sluman started his day with birdies on the first two 
holes and then really got rolling when he holed out 
an 8-iron at No. 5.  Another birdie on the par-4 
ninth gave him a 31, for a lead he would never re-
linquish.  A bogey on No. 11 cut Sluman’s cushion 
to only one, but he came back to birdie No. 14 and 
then made pars on three of the final four holes – 
with a key save at the 17th. 
 
As he prepared to putt out on No. 18, Sluman was 
interrupted by a raucous, “We love you Jeff” from 
you-know-who. 
 
“I think it shows when you are having fun, you can 
still play well,” said Sluman, often paired with 
Murray in past AT&T Pro-Ams.  “Golf is our job, but  



 

 

 
everyone else is supposed to have fun at it.  And when 
you combine both, you can do better than you think.” 
 
Sluman did better than everyone in the final round, his 
68 was also the low score of the day. 
 
Lehman shot the low round of the entire tournament on 
Saturday, a 7-under-pr 65 at Del Monte.  Hall of Fame 
legend Gary Player bettered his age (73) in the second 
round, with an even-par 72 at Del Monte.  Tom Watson 
celebrated his 60th birthday on Friday, with an opening-
round 70, and a birthday cake on the tee.  After five 
years without an ace in the tournament, there were two 
within a span of 45 minutes – first by  Allen Doyle (7-
iron) and then by Sluman, both at the fifth. 
 
In the Pro-Junior portion of the competition Will Bishop, 
16, of Lexington, Ky., teamed up with David Eger to fin-
ish at 199, 17 under par.  A member of The First Tee of 
Lexington, Bishop helped his team 11 shots.  They 
edged Sluman and his junior partner, Erica Schneider, 
of Sarasota, Fla. by one stroke. 
 
LEADERS: First Round – 65 Jeff Sluman (DM), 66 Olin 
Browne (DM), Loren Roberts (DM), Tom Kite (DM), 
Mark O’Meara (PB).  Second Round – 132 Roberts (66 
PB), 134 O’Meara (67 DM), 136 Tom Lehman (65 DM), 
137 Bob Gilder (68 PB). 
 
CUT: All 78 pros advance, along with the limit of 22 pro-
junior teams at 135 or lower.  Four teams were elimi-
nated through the tiebreaker. 



 

 
WEATHER: Friday – Early morning marine layer 
gives way to sunshine most of the day, low 70s in 
the afternoon, light wind.  Saturday – Early morn-
ing marine layer gives way to sunshine most of the 
day, high 60s in the afternoon, light wind.  Sunday 
– Sunny but cooler, mid-60s in the afternoon, with 
stronger winds in the afternoon. 



 

 
2010 
 
Ted Schulz, who left the PGA TOUR after the 1999 sea-
son for the less stressful lifestyle of a teaching pro, 
turned his Champions Tour rookie season into a huge 
success with a triumphant return to Pebble Beach. 
 
Taking a three-stroke lead into the final round, the 50-
year-old Schulz broke free from a four-way battle for 
good with a vital birdie on the 17th hole, finishing with a 
202 total, 14- under par, to win by one shot over Tom 
Pernice, Jr., with Tom Kite and Mark Calcavecchia tied 
for third at 204. 
 
“I was very excited to come here,” said Schulz, who had 
not played at Pebble Beach since 1995.  “I love it here, 
even though I have never played that well here.” 
 
With a final-round 70, 2-under par, the victory was worth 
$270,000 – the largest paycheck in Schulz’s career, 
which included wins in the 1989 Southern Open and 
1991 Nissan Los Angeles Open. 
 
“I didn’t like golf when I played the (PGA) TOUR,” said 
Schulz, who served as Director of Golf at the Cardinal 
Club, at the University of Louisville, from 2000 through 
2008.  “I got burned out.  I didn’t miss it.” 
 
Schulz, who made only three cuts in nine previous ca-
reer starts at Pebble Beach, snatched the lead early 
Saturday at 132, equaling the tournament 36-hole re-
cord (set by Loren Roberts in 2009).  Schulz, who 
played in the AT&T Pro-Am eight times and the 1992 



 

 
U.S. Open at Pebble Beach, made nine birdies and 
one bogey for a 64 that put him in the final group for 
Sunday. 
 
“I was pretty nervous,” Schulz said.  “Once I got 
warmed up, I felt pretty comfortable most of the day.”  
An eagle on the par-5 sixth hole helped, as did a slick 
save for par at the 14th – a hole that in 2010 enhanced 
its reputation as being potentially disastrous.  “I 
thought it would take 4-under (in the final round) to 
win, but 2-under was enough,” he said. 
 
Calcavecchia made an impressive First Tee Open de-
but, opening with a 64 at Del Monte that matched the 
tournament course record (set by D.A. Weibring in 
2006).  Also a Champions Tour rookie, Calcavecchia 
rang up eight birdies without a bogey on the Monterey 
Peninsula’s oldest course, which he recalled playing 
only once before, during a 1982 Monday qualifier for 
the Hawaiian Open (where he did not qualify). 
 
Pernice, who was four shots behind Schultz to start 
the final round, pulled into a tied for the lead when he 
sank a birdie putt on the par-3 12th hole while Schulz 
was making a bogey in the group behind him at No. 
11.  Pernice bogeyed the 16th, but bounced right back 
with a birdie at the 17th to tie again.  However, while 
he was in the 18th fairway, Pernice didn’t realize he 
needed to close with a birdie, since Schulz nosed 
ahead again at the 17th.  Both closed with pars on the 
18th. 
 
The Pro-Junior portion of the competition was won by 



 

 
the Double-Lefty Duo of TOUR veteran Russ Coch-
ran and Spencer Jones, from The First Tee of 
Cleveland County, in Shelby, N.C.  The champs 
completed the 54 holes at 195, 21-under par, one 
stroke ahead of Pernice and Jason Park, from The 
First Tee of Richmond & Chesterfield, Va. 
 
While the unique event focuses on the juniors and 
pros, the amateur field had a few familiar names, 
including several former First Tee Open junior com-
petitors – Monterey County product Sydney Burli-
son, the only girl to win the junior title, Jacques Gat-
era and Hannah Summerhays.  Notables in the field 
also included three of the four principle owners of 
Pebble Beach Company – Clint Eastwood, Peter 
Ueberroth and Richard Ferris. 
 
 
LEADERS: First Round – 64 Mark Calcavecchia 
(DM), 66 Tom Pernice Jr. (PB), 67 Chip Beck (PB), 
Olin Browne (PB), Fred Couples (DM), Tom Kite 
(DM), Wayne Levi (DM), Scott Simpson (DM), Bob 
Tway (DM).  Second Round – 132 Ted Schulz (64 
PB), 135 Calcavecchia (71 PB), Kite (68 PB), 136 
Pernice (70 PB), 137 five players tied. 
 
CUT: All 78 pros advance, along with the limit of 22 
pro-junior teams at 135 or lower.  Two of the four 
teams tied at 135 were eliminated through the tie-
breaker. 
 



 

 
WEATHER: Friday – Morning marine layer caused 45
-minute delay in starting the opening round, giving 
way to sunshine and light overcast; high in upper 
60s, light wind.  Saturday – Early morning marine 
layer gives way to partial sunshine and overcast most 
of the afternoon; high in the mid-60s, light to moder-
ate wind.  Sunday – Start of play delayed 45 minutes 
due to fog, remaining partly cloudy with highs in mid-
60s. 



 

 

Champions Challenge 
 

2010 RESULTS 

Pro The First Tee Chapter Junior The First Tee Chapter 

John 
Cook COOKS CREEK Spencer 

Jones CLEVELAND COUNTY 

Hale  
Irwin PHOENIX  Cody Taylor DALLAS 

Mark  
Calcavecchia  PALM BEACH Stephanie 

Carlozzi  NAPLES/COLLIER 

Scott  
Simpson SAN DIEGO  Natalie  

Bodnar TRI-VALLEY 

Mark  
O’Meara HOUSTON Emily  

Gilbreth 
HOUSTON/ 
F.M. LAW PARK 

Jeff  
Sluman CHICAGO John Louie MONTEREY COUNTY 

Monies distributed: 

The First Tee Chapter Dollars   Winners 

The First Tee of Cooks Creek $15,000 John Cook (Spencer Jones) 

The First Tee of Cleveland County $15,000 John Cook (Spencer Jones) 

The First Tee of Phoenix $1,000 Hale Irwin (Cody Taylor) 

The First Tee of Dallas $1,000 Hale Irwin (Cody Taylor) 

The First Tee of Palm Beach $1,000 Mark Calcavecchia  
(Stephanie Carlozzi) 

The First Tee of Naples/Collier $1,000 Mark Calcavecchia  
(Stephanie Carlozzi) 

The First Tee of San Diego $1,000 Scott Simpson  
(Natalie Bodnar) 

The First Tee of Tri-Valley $1,000 Scott Simpson  
(Natalie Bodnar) 

The First Tee of Houston $1,000 Mark O’Meara  
(Emily Gilbreth) 

The First Tee of Houston/F.M. Law 
Park $1,000 Mark O’Meara  

(Emily Gilbreth) 

The First Tee of Chicago $1,000 Jeff Sluman (John Louie) 

The First Tee of Monterey County $1,000 Jeff Sluman (John Louie) 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 




